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Americans view local police more favorably and 
with more confidence than federal law 
enforcement.
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Local police rank in the middle of the pack 
among groups and institutions.
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Older residents, white individuals, suburban 
residents, Republicans, and those who frequently 
hear from local police tend to have a more 
positive view of local police departments.



Americans see local police coverage as mostly 
positive or fair, while national coverage of 
federal law enforcement is less so.
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News rarely changes views of local police, but 
when it does, it more often makes opinions more 
negative.
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Most don’t hear from local police often, but they 
rate communications more positively than 
negatively.
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POLICE COMMUNICATIONS
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Older residents, white individuals, non-urban residents, 
Republicans, and those who often hear from local police 
tend to view general police communications more 
positively.
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Emergency alerts and crime response updates 
are the most important things people want from 
police communication.
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Accountability, both in crime response and 
spending, are top communication priorities.
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Americans are divided on whether local and 
federal agencies share a mission. Those who 
disagree align more with local police.
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departments in 
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enforcement 
agencies? 
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Many see policing as a good career, but fewer 
would encourage people they know to pursue it.
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POLICE AS A CAREER
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Support for police use of AI depends on the task, 
with the strongest backing for crime prevention.

DHM Research & ReputationUs | National Policing Survey | April 202615

50%

48%

43%

q
5
6

q
5
7

q
5
8

Strongly / Somewhat support

36%

37%

47%

Strongly / somewhat oppose

My local police department using 
AI tools to help prevent crime

My local police department using 
AI tools to help investigate crime

My local police department using AI 
tools to help write incident reports

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
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